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Objective/SLO 3: Students completing the course will be able to synthesize and interpret the 
artistic expression.  
 
How will the objective be addressed (including strategies and techniques)? 
Exercises and discussion regarding synthesis and interpretation of dance will be introduced 
before the class is required to view dance film and/or live concert dance performance, such as  
the 2012 Academy Award Winner for Best Foreign Film, PINA.  The students will work in groups 
to present their evaluations (including synthesis and interpreation) of the various parts of the 
movie. 
 
Describe how the objective will be assessed:   
 
Objective/SLO 4: Students completing the course will be able to express (communicate) 
reactions, thoughts, and ideas about artistic forms of dance in writing through written, oral, and 
visual communication.  
 
How will the objective be addressed (including strategies and techniques)? 
Through examples of appropriate communication about artistic forms of dance, students will 
develop presentations including written materials, oral presentation, and visual impressions of 
the forms, all as part of the presentation entity. 
 
Describe how the objective will be assessed: A rubric will be used to rate the presentation on 
three aspects: 1) written (flyer, brochure, PowerPoint presentation); 2) oral (quality of 
articulation, projection, and knowledge of content); and 3) visual (visual representation on flyer, 
brochure, PowerPoint presentation, or dance demonstration). 
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Objective/SLO 5:        
 
How will the objective be addressed (including strategies and techniques)? 
      
 
Describe how the objective will be assessed:       
 
 

PART IV – THECB Skill Objectives 
 
Address each of the THECB skill objectives required within the component area.  Explain how 
the skill is addressed, including specific strategies to address the skill(s). Address ALL skill 
objectives associated with the selected Component Area. (See Appendix) 
 
 
1. Critical Thinking Skills: to include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis, 
evaluation and synthesis of information  
 
How will the skill be addressed (including specific strategies, activities, and techniques)? 
Students who complete the course will examine and expand their concepts of dance, 
investigating the role of dance in traditional societies, within different world religions, in theatrical 
art, and as entertainment.  Students will  learn to think creatively and critically about various 
forms and functions of dance beyond popular presentations of dance in popular media in  
models  such as "So You Think You Can Dance?"  Through the process of critically viewing a 
variety of dances on video and in live performance,  students will engage in guided discussions 
which will challenge them to  identify elements that define dance, and will question the validity of 
those definitions. Is dance movement?   Must it have aesthetic value? Is the ultimate purpose of 
performed art to entertain?  Why do people dance? Why do people watch dance? What makes 
dance good? What makes dance valuable? As the semester progresses, class discussions and 
exploration of dance will revolve around these questions, applying them to dance in a range of  
contexts.    
 
Describe how the skill will be addressed:  Students' ability to think critically and develop 
analytical synthesis of ideas will be assessed in a sequence of three essays: the first describing 
a  personal definition of dance;  the second outlining a personal definition of art; and the third 
integrating the concepts of the first and second essays and incorporating course experiences to 
write a personal definition of dance as art. The sequence of essays will require students to apply  
at a progressively greater extent the skills of inquiry, evaluation, and analysis as they define 
their aesthetic view in the context of new information. Within classroom discussions throughout 
the course, the instructor will also direct the student to apply critical thinking skills to presenting 
opinions.   
 
 
   
 
 
2. Communication Skills: to include effective development, interpretation and expression of 
ideas through written, oral and visual communication 
 
How will the skill be addressed (including specific strategies, activities, and techniques)? 
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Students who complete the course will be able to express (communicate) reactions, thoughts, 
and ideas about artistic forms of dance in writing through written, oral, and visual 
communication.  Class structure will largely consist of guided discussions about readings and 
video assignments. Student verbal opinions and interpretations will be solicited, and differing 
viewpoints will be examined by the students.   After watching a documentary about post-modern 
dance, for example, students will be asked if the dance is, in fact, "dance." Students will be 
challenged to express, explain, and defend their opinions. Teams of students will collaborate to 
develop and then present a viewpoint  after which they will respond to questions posed by class 
members or the instructor.    
 
 
3. Empirical and Quantitative Skills: to include the manipulation and analysis of numerical 
data or observable facts resulting in informed conclusions  
 
How will the skill be addressed (including specific strategies, activities, and techniques)? 
      
 
 
4. Teamwork: to include the ability to consider different points of view and to work effectively 
with others to support a shared purpose or goal  
 
How will the skill be addressed (including specific strategies, activities, and techniques)? 
Students who complete the course will be able to synthesize and interpret the artistic expression 
in a dance performance  in teams of four or five members. Having outlined their point of view 
individually, students will share orally with members of their team, noting similarities and 
differences. From these discussions, the team will develop an oral presentation that will have an 
overriding theme that reflect elements of each student's point of view.    
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5. Personal Responsibility: to include the ability to connect choices, actions and 
consequences to ethical decision-making  
 
How will the skill be addressed (including specific strategies, activities, and techniques)? 
      
 
 
6. Social Responsibility: to include intercultural competence, knowledge of civic responsibility, 
and the ability to engage effectively in regional, national, and global communities  
 
How will the skill be addressed (including specific strategies, activities, and techniques)? 
Students who complete the course will be able to articulate the civic responsibilities of a 
community to preserve various dance forms. Based on assigned readings, class discussions, 
and observing dances of other cultures on video, students will write an essay addressing an 
aspect of dance and social responsibility.  The essay will be assesed based on the student's 
ability to use examples from the course to effectively and persuasively illustrate their point of 
view.     
 
 
PART V – SHSU Core Curriculum Committee Requirements 

   
1. Using a 15-week class schedule, identify the topics to be covered during each week of 
the semester. Provide sufficient detail to allow readers to understand the scope and 
sequence of topics covered.  
 

Week 1 Viewing and evaluating Dance/Elements of dance, Visual communication - Posting link of 
personally meaningful dance to video 

Week 2 Eras of dance history/dance and religion - Oral Discussion/Personal Aesthetic essay - Critical 
thinking 

Week 3 Dance of the Realm /Dance at court (PBS documentary) 
Week 4 Court dance traditions - European, Japanese, African and Javanese traditions 
Week 5 Social dance/dance and sex/Social dance lesson (salsa) 
Week 6 Classical dance theatre - Ballet from entertainment  to profession, ballet in Romantic Era 
Week 7 Classical dance theatre - Ballet from Russian classical era, Japanese Kabuki tradition 
Week 8 Dance and the individual (PBS documentary); Essay - A personal definition of art 
Week 9 Development of modern dance (Fuller, Duncan, St Dennis & Shawn), Pina Movie/Teamwork 

assignment - critical thinking 
Week 10 Early modern choreographer: Martha Graham; Modern dance era  
Week 11 Early modern choreographer: Humphrey, Weidman, & Limon; Historical events 
Week 12 Second-generation moderns: Taylor, Nikolais, & Cunningham; Second generations moderns 
Week 13 Paul Taylor's "Dance Maker" - Works of major African American choreographers; Civil Rights, Social 

Justice, & Dance 
Week 14 Post modern dance choregraphers; Contemporary American dance 
Week 15 Contemporary European dance; Dance as entertainment in popular culture; Civic responsibility to 

preserve dance - Critical thinking 
  
2. Attachments (Syllabus Required) 
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Appendix: THECB Component Area Descriptions and Skill Requirements 
 

I. Communication (Courses in this category focus on developing ideas and expressing them clearly, considering the 
effect of the message, fostering understanding, and building the skills needed to communicate persuasively.  Courses 
involve the command of oral, aural, written, and visual literacy skills that enable people to exchange messages 
appropriate to the subject, occasion, and audience.)  
 
II. Mathematics (Courses in this category focus on quantitative literacy in logic, patterns, and relationships.  Courses 
involve the understanding of key mathematical concepts and the application of appropriate quantitative tools to everyday 
experience.) 
 
III. Life and Physical Sciences (Courses in this category focus on describing, explaining, and predicting natural 
phenomena using the scientific method.  Courses involve the understanding of interactions among natural phenomena 
and the implications of scientific principles on the physical world and on human experiences.)  
 
IV. Language, Philosophy, and Culture (Courses in this category focus on how ideas, values, beliefs, and other aspects 
of culture express and affect human experience.  Courses involve the exploration of ideas that foster aesthetic and 
intellectual creation in order to understand the human condition across cultures.) 
 
V. Creative Arts (Courses in this category focus on the appreciation and analysis of creative artifacts and works of the 
human imagination.  Courses involve the synthesis and interpretation of artistic expression and enable critical, creative, 
and innovative communication about works of art.) 
 
VI. American History (Courses in this category focus on the consideration of past events and ideas relative to the United 
States, with the option of including Texas History for a portion of this component area.  Courses involve the interaction 
among individuals, communities, states, the nation, and the world, considering how these interactions have contributed to 
the development of the United States and its global role.) 
 
VII. Government/ Political Science (Courses in this category focus on consideration of the Constitution of the United 
States and the constitutions of the states, with special emphasis on that of Texas.  Courses involve the analysis of 
governmental institutions, political behavior, civic engagement, and their political and philosophical foundations.) 
 
VIII. Social and Behavioral Sciences (Courses in this category focus on the application of empirical and scientific 
methods that contribute to the understanding of what makes us human. 
Courses involve the exploration of behavior and interactions among individuals, groups, institutions, and events, 
examining their impact on the individual, society, and culture.) 
 
Required Skill Objectives 

Foundational 
Component Areas 
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 Critical 
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Quantitative 
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